Marxist Criticism

Marxist Criticism:


Marxist critics apply Marxist theory to literature, just as Freudian critics apply 
psychoanalytic theory.  Marxist critics are critical of the New Critics for being too 
narrowly focused on literature as art rather than as a reflection of its social, 
cultural, and political milieu.  In their interpretations, content is primary and 
Marxist critics attempt to expose the explicit and implicit assumptions of the 
writer and the times.  They are especially concerned with issues of social and 
economic justice
.  A Marxist analysis will focus on power (sexual, social, 
economic, etc.) and how it operates in the text.  Moreover, a Marxist critic will 
also focus on ideolog(ies) inherent in the text and the degree to which these 
sustain and reproduce existing power relationships.  Focusing on the degree to 
which authors, readers, and characters display a “false consciousness”, that is, a 
lack of awareness of the oppressiveness of their social economic conditions and 
alliance with that which oppresses them
.    

Student Tasks:

1. Who are the most influential proponents of this type of critical theory?

2. What are some of the major concepts, ideas, characteristics, etc., of this type of theory?  How does one employ/use these concepts?

3. What kinds of questions would a Marxist reading of a text produce/pose/employ, or kinds of explorations does a Marxist reading encourage?

4. What are the strengths of this type of reading practice?

5. Does the group see or feel that there are some weaknesses in this type of reading? 
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